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The Center for Cultural Innovation Awards ARC Grants  

to 14 Los Angeles County Artists 
 

The Center for Cultural Innovation (CCI) today announced fourteen (14) recipients in the Second 
Quarter 2012 round of funding under its ARC (Artists’ Resource for Completion) grants program, 
which is designed to enhance the careers of Los Angeles artists by enabling them to take the best 
advantage of imminent opportunities to present their work. 
 
The ARC program provides rapid, short-term assistance to enhance work for a specific, imminent 
opportunity that may significantly benefit an artist’s career.   CCI took over administration of the 
ARC program from the Durfee Foundation in January 2011.  The Durfee Foundation and the 
Center for Cultural Innovation are excited to partner in continuing to make this important and 
vital resource available to L.A. artists.  
 
The following fourteen (14) Los Angeles County artists received 2012 Second Quarter ARC grants: 
  

 Nicholas Duran and Jmy James Kidd [NICK+JAMES] (Dance) 

 Deanna Erdmann (Visual) 

 Nehara Kalev (Dance) 

 Hilja Keading (Visual) 

 Betty Lee (Photography) 

 Emily Mast (Multidisciplinary) 

 Miwa Matreyek (Multidisciplinary) 

 Ntare Guma Mbaho Mwine (Multidisciplinary) 

 Jessica Rath (Visual) 

 Patricia Scanlon (Theater) 

 Kimberly Schoen (Visual) 

 Christine Suarez (Dance) 

 Jennifer West (Visual) 

 Cheng Chieh Yu (Dance) 
 

“We are extremely pleased to be supporting Los Angeles County artists in this second round of 
ARC funding, and to recognize the great value and impact of their work on the community,” said 
CCI President and CEO Cora Mirikitani.   
 
The ARC grants program was established by the Durfee Foundation in 2000 in an effort to provide 
a dedicated resource for individual artists living in Los Angeles County.  Over the last decade, the 
ARC program has had an extensive impact on the Los Angeles arts community, helping advance 
the careers of more than 500 individual artists, working in all disciplines.   ARC not only addresses 
the needs of individual artists, but has also extensively contributed to an overall sense of 
community and optimism for working artists in Los Angeles.   
 
About CCI: The Center for Cultural Innovation (CCI) was founded in 2001 as a California 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit corporation.  Its mission is to promote knowledge sharing, networking, and financial 
independence for individual artists and creative entrepreneurs by providing business training, 



grants, and incubating innovative projects that create new program knowledge, tools, and 
practices for artists in the field. 
 
For more information about the Center for Cultural Innovation and the ARC grants program 
please go to CCI’s website at www.cciarts.org.  
 
 

 


